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Heartfelt gratitude and appreciation for  
our 2025-2026 Annual Sponsors:
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Message from the CEO 

Good Evening!

Thank you for joining us as we celebrate 65 years of Boys & Girls Clubs of 

East County at the 2026 Auction. I’m grateful to host you at our shining 

jewel, the Brady Family Clubhouse once again and honored to celebrate 

over six decades of serving East County’s kids that need us most. Tonight, 

I hope you enjoy yourself as we look back on our past, be in the present, 

and look forward to our future as a youth-development organization. Your 

participation here at the Auction gives local girls and boys safe, affordable 

and quality programs at our 4 Clubhouses and Teen Center, every day after 

school and during school breaks. We’re proud to bridge the gap between 

school and home for over 1,000 children in Lakeside, Santee, El Cajon and 

La Mesa. 

Thank you for being here and continuing to believe in our Boys & Girls 

Clubs of East County.

Here’s to another 65 years of the BGCEC!

 

Forrest Higgins III
CEO
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Note from the Auction Chair  
Welcome to the 2026 Auction!  

Thank you for supporting our Clubs tonight. This year is special, not only are 
we raising funds to underwrite the impact program and services the Boys & 
Girls Club offers, but we’re also celebrating the organization’s 65th anniversary 
doing so. It has been an honor to serve on the board for the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of East County for the last 10 years; during that time, I’ve learned the true 
impact the Club makes on a family’s life. Parents rely heavily on the Club’s 
after-school program and summer camps so they can continue making an 
honest living and providing for their families. 

Tonight, I encourage you to soak in the Club, think about all the kids that 
rely on this building and its staff for safety, stability and even a meal. Our 
contributions made tonight help keep this Club and our 4 others, the safe-
haven and dependable pillar our members need in their lives.

Thank you!
   
   
 
Ryan Vertigan
Auction Committee Chair
Senior Director of Commercial Banking at Western Alliance Bank
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Thank you, BGCEC Volunteers

Kathy Aylott
Melody Bakhshandeh
Valerie Bille, Board President
Denise Cuellar
Melinda Dicharry
John Eppstein
John Ferrari
John Hickman III
Senator Brian Jones
Bonnie LaChappa

Reid Marquand
Gabe Matthews
Tim McDougal
Todd Raley
Amber Rashid
James Renner
Emily Tippin
Andy Turner
Ryan Vertigan

Board of Directors

Jack Doyle
Craig Engstrand 
John Eppstein, Board President
Bill Fischbeck

Bob Kevane
Tim McDougal
Eddie Murphy
Kirk Riley

Foundation Board of Directors

Kathy Aylott
Melody Bakhshandeh
Melinda Dicharry
John Eppstein
Gabe Matthews

Laura Middlebrook
Amber Rashid
Diane Sipe
Emily Tippin 	
Ryan Vertigan, Chair

2026 Auction Committee

San Diego 678 Pageants
U.S. Bank 

2026 Auction Event Volunteers
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OurFoundation
The BGCEC Foundation

Our mission is to support the Boys & Girls Clubs of East County by acquiring, 
developing, investing and managing funds and other assets. 

How we support the Clubs: 

• Provide annual grants to the BGCEC for scholarships for members that 
cannot afford Club fees, staff development & operational support 

• Manage endowed funds to ensure the BGCEC can serve the children of our 
community in perpetuity 

• Assess feasibility for opening a Clubhouse in East San Diego County and 
manage the capital campaign to raise funds 

• Administer memorial college scholarship funds

To learn more about the BGCEC Foundation, or to find tools to help shape 
your legacy, visit our website:
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Youth of the Year
Congratulations to our 2025 youths of the year! These incredible youth are 
BGCEC members that serve their community, mentor others, participate 
positively in their families, and make a difference at their Club! Nominees are 
selected by their Club and are entered into the Youth of the Year process where 
they write a personal statement, participate in interviews by a panel of judges 
and are ultimately selected to represent their Clubhouse for the year. 

Congratulations!

El Cajon Clubhouse - JohnPaul P

La Mesa Teen Center - Erin P

Santee Clubhouse - Kendra A

La Mesa Clubhouse - Selena L

Lakeside Clubhouse - Christopher D
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Thank You Auction Sponsors

BGCEC Foundation
Brady Family Foundation
California Bank & Trust
Christian Brothers Emergency  
       Building Services
Cox Communications 
Dana Logsdon Roofing & Solar

James Renner with Inland Pacific 
       Commercial Properties
Pure Light San Diego
SDG&E
Sharp Business Systems
U.S. Bank 
Whillock Contracting, Inc.

Table Sponsors

Paradigm Mechanical Corporation and San Diego Refrigeration 
Ripples 4 Ever Fund and Tranquility Property Management  

& Real Estate Services

Marquee

Casper Company
John’s Automotive Care

Red Carpet

Underwriters
Bar – Westen Alliance Bank

Dessert – Cal Stripe

Photography – EDCO Disposal, John’s Automotive Care,  
	 West Coast Air Conditioning and Western Alliance Bank

Drawing Item – Ramona’s Creative Designs and Phil & Maria Justo 

Mission Video – Bergelectric Charitable Foundation

Valet – Sylvester Roofing Co. Inc.

“Surprise” Live Auction Item – Barona Band of Mission Indians, 

RCP Block & Brick and Whillock Contracting, Inc.

 Kid Paparazzi – James Renner with Inland Pacific Commercial Properties  
and ProTec Building Services
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Evening Schedule

Dinner Stations

6:00pm 
Doors open

Silent Auction 
Hosted Beer & Wine

Tray passed Hors d’oeuvres
Drawing Tickets for Sale

7:30pm
Dinner

8:15pm
Acknowledgements

Bid for Kids
Live Auction

Grand Drawing

CARIBBEAN FIRE POT
jerked chicken, sautéed vegetables, sambal sauce, red beans and rice  

(gluten free, nut free)

GUAJILLO BRAISED SHORT RIB
with romesco sauce, poblano hominy grits, seasonal vegetables  

(gluten free, nut free)

TUSCAN CHOP SALAD
served with short rib, chickpeas, cucumber, grape tomatoes, Tuscan kale, shaved 
red onion, green olives, cauliflower, fresh herbs, provolone, red wine vinaigrette 

(vegetarian, gluten free, nut free)

IT’S ITALIAN for PILLOW
pork belly gnocchi ragu with wild mushrooms, shrimp pesto cream gnocchi  

with sundried tomato, vegetarian gnocchi with roasted tomato ratatouille  
(nut free)
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Take a chance to win one or BOTH these incredible drawing items! Winners need 
not be present to win and will be notified by Monday, March 9th

OPPORTUNITY #1:
 Stay of a Lifetime: Kaua’i North Shore for 4 

This top floor penthouse unit is one of the finest at the Pu’u Poa complex in 
Princeville. It’s open concept two bed two-bathroom layout is perfect for families 
or two couples ready to experience Kaua’i in the lap of luxury. 

Please note that there is no elevator access on the property. Entertainment, 
ground transportation, and airfare are NOT included. Must book at least 90 days 
in advance, not available for major holidays. Reservations available for mutually 
agreed upon dates ONLY. Must book by March 7, 2027

Donated by: Phil & Maria Justo 

Value: $7,000 

Grand Drawing
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Take a chance to win one or BOTH of these incredible drawing items! Winners 
need not be present to win and will be notified by Monday, March 9th 

OPPORTUNITY #2:
Elegant Diamond Earrings

These gorgeous earrings are set with 61 round, brilliant cut diamonds, totaling .53 
carat total weight. Perfect for a night out or a special occasion; you won’t want to 
miss out!  

Donated by: Ramona’s Creative Designs

Value: $2,950

Grand Drawing
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Your contributions subsidize the nominal fees local families pay for daily after-
school and summer break programming. A member pays $55 for their annual 
membership fee (renews in May) and no more than $100 per month for school bus 
transportation from their local public school to the Club.  

Scholarships are available for families that apply and qualify for assistance; no 
family is turned away from the Club due to the inability to pay fees. 

Without the Club, many local children would likely be home alone, unsupervised, 
and spending unregulated hours on the internet. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of East County Clubhouses are safe, fun and positive 
environments where members are encouraged to complete their homework, 
participate in engaging activities, set goals, overcome challenges, build relationships 
with peers, and think for themselves. We are proud to be the bridge between school 
and home for over 1,000 local families. 

 Thank you for making this possible!

Make a Bid for the Kids!
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SILENT AUCTION BIDDING -  An auction participant will place a bid using the bid 
stickers provided. The person with the highest bid at the time of closing will be considered 
the winner. Stickers placed after the closing of the silent auction will be considered null and 
void. Once the sticker is placed on a bid sheet it cannot be removed for any reason. Stickers 
placed on bid sheets are a legal contract to purchase the item 

 

All items are offered “AS IS.” The event organization shall not be responsible for the 
accuracy of descriptions, genuineness, authorship or condition of items. You MAY NOT 
pay for OR take possession of an item you did not win. Once an item is paid for and is in 
your possession, the organization is no longer responsible if it lost, stolen or broken. 

 

Items, including gift certificates, may not be redeemed for cash and expiration dates may 
not be extended. Note that goods, services and travel packages have various expiration 
dates specified by the donor and are subject to availability. If an expiration date is not 
listed, it will be valid for one year from event date. Most travel packages have blackout 
dates specified by the donor. Air transportation IS NOT included in a trip package unless 
specified

 

GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PURCHASE PRICE - Some silent items offer a guaranteed 
maximum purchase price. Bidding will stop once the guaranteed maximum is met. 
Some selected silent items offer multiple items at an established price for purchases (no 
incremental bidding.) 

 

PREMIUM SILENT AUCTION - There is no bidding on premium silent auction items 
since an established price will be charged. Multiple items are available for these select items. 

 

LIVE AUCTION BIDDING - The live auction will take place on stage or a designated 
area at a specified time. A bid acknowledged by the auctioneer is a legal contract to 
purchase the item. The highest bidder acknowledged by the auctioneer or official staff shall 
be the purchaser. Every effort will be made to identify and recognize all bids, but it is 
your responsibility as a bidder to make your bid known. In the event of a question as to 
the validity of any bid, the event staff will have final discretion to either determine the 
successful bidder, or to re-offer the item for the auction. A minimum raise required of 
at least $100 higher than the existing bid for all live bidding. The auctioneer, at his sole 
discretion, can alter raises for any item.

Rules of the Auction
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BIDDING DISCLOSURE - Suggested retail values are only a guide. There are no minimum 
bids required to purchase any items other than the minimum raises in the silent auction, and 
the established prices for items in the Multiple Silent Auction and Premium Silent Auction 
sections. Participants at the event will determine the real value of each item through the 
bidding. All sales are final and there will be no exchanges, refunds or substitutions.

 

SUGGESTED RETAIL VALUE FOR TRAVEL & HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

 

Airlines: Tariff rates are utilized. One-way fares are utilized if two different cities are 
featured on the departing and returning flights.

 

Hotels and Tours: Hotels are valued at rack rate plus sales tax. The rack rate for a hotel is 
the published full price for which hotel rooms are sold and is not necessarily indicative of 
the current market rate.

 

Cruises: Brochure rate for the cabin plus airfare add-ons offered by the cruise line in the 
brochure.

 

Ground Transportation: Unless specifically stated otherwise, no ground transportation 
is included in any package. The winning bidders are required to secure and pay for 
ground transportation from airports to hotels, airports to cruise ships, hotels to included 
attractions or tours, etc.

 

All reservations are subject to availability. Please review text and materials for all restrictions 
and expiration dates. Blackout dates and holiday restrictions may apply. Rates are based on 
the high season that the gift certificate is eligible for redemption..

 

CASHIERING CHECK OUT - Cashiering for live items will be conducted at your dinner 
tables at the time of the live auction. Silent items will be available for pickup in the lobby 
at approximately 9:00pm. We accept cash, checks, American Express, Visa, or Mastercard, 
for your purchases and highly encourage everyone to provide a credit card at check-in. If 
you need to leave prior to invoices being completed, please call the non-profit to arrange to 
pick up your items post-event.

Rules of the Auction
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TAX DEDUCTABILITY - According to IRS Rules and Regulations, the only tax deduction 
for the purchase of auction items from non-profit organizations is the amount paid in 
excess of fair market value. We suggest that you contact your tax professional to determine 
the tax deductions (if any) for your specific purchase(s).

 

BID BY PROXY - Bid by Proxy will take place with the participant completely filling out 
the Bid by Proxy form on the event auction website. Incomplete and/or illegible forms 
will be considered null and void. A representative will place the proxy amount at the start 
of the auction unless it is for the Guaranteed Maximum Purchase Price. If the bid is for 
a Guaranteed Maximum Purchase item, the bid will be placed 30 minutes after the start 
of the auction provided that the item has not been purchased by another attendee at the 
event. The delay of placing the proxy bid provides attending guests an opportunity to bid 
on all auction items.

 

AIRFARE UPGRADES - The airfare upgrade in the program is based on a two-category 
plane (coach class and first class). If a plane with three categories (coach, business and first 
class) is utilized for the flight, the upgrade will be to the next highest level of service.

 

Additional terms and conditions are available on the back of all invoices

Rules of the Auction
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Thank you, 
Auction Item Donors! 

Aqua Pros Swim School

Belmont Park

Business Office Outfitters

California Bank & Trust

California Wolf Center

Capital Genealogy

Castelli & Pizarro Coffee Shop -Wine Bar

Continental Catering

Diane & Robert Sipe

Dr. Robert D. Kohen 

Emerald Isle Golf Course

Gorjana

James Renner with Inland Pacific  
	 Commercial Properties

Jasmine Creek Florist

Jimmy Bisharat, Investment Advisor at 
Gerber Kawasaki

John Hickman

John’s Automotive Care

Jon McMullen with Snap-On Tools

Jonathan & Emily Tippin

Kat De Laet Portraits

La Mesa Police Department

Laura & Lary Middlebrook

Maya’s Cookies

Melody & Dara Bakhshandeh

NAPA Auto Parts

Old Town Trolley Tours 

Paradigm Mechanical Corporation

Pedego Electric Bikes of Santee

Phil and Maria Justo

Phil’s BBQ

Ramona’s Creative Designs

San Diego Padres

San Diego Zoo Wildlife Alliance

Sarah Morgan Photography

SEAL Tours of San Diego

Sharp Business Systems

Skincare by Marcia

Stills by Hill Photography

Tammy Higgins

The Old Globe

The Rooftop Film Club

The Whaley House

The Whiskey House

USS Midway Museum

Whalen Chiropractic
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New Surprise Auction! 
We’re pleased to offer you a variety of unique items and experiences in our live auction 
once again this year. Thank you to the generous donors that made these items available to 
benefit our Clubs! 

The Auction Committee decided to celebrate our 65th anniversary in style! This year, our 
live auction will feature a few surprise items! These special items are limited in quantity 
and are NOT listed in the program, so you won’t be able to anticipate when they will be up 
for auction. Be sure to keep your attention on Clint so you don’t miss out! 

THANK YOU TO OUR SURPRISE LIVE AUCTION ITEM UNDERWRITERS:

Taylor Swift Autographed Guitar

Live Auction
ITEM #1
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All Inclusive In-Home or In-Office Hibachi 
Dinner Experience for up to 20

Don’t miss your chance to score this item! The Hibachi Experience comes 
with everything you need to host a memorable Hibachi Dinner. Includes 
a full hibachi dinner for up to 20 adults with sake (dinner consists of 2 
proteins, vegetables, fried rice and a salad, per guest), Hibachi games 
and shows during service, all rental items (tables, chairs, tablecloths & 
tableware Setup), tax and tip! 

Restrictions: Hibachi Experience reservations must be made by  
March 31, 2026. The Dinner must take place by June 29, 2026. Upgraded 
menu options and increase in number of dinner guests available at winner’s 
expense.

Donated by: Paradigm Mechanical Corporation

Live Auction
ITEM #2
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His and Hers Pedego Interceptor Cruisers
Donated by: Greg & Stephanie Carter of Pedego Electric Bikes of Santee

ITEM #3
Live Auction

Wanna Get Away?  
2 Tickets to Anywhere Southwest Airlines Flies 

Destination, anywhere! Enjoy a trip to anywhere you need to go, on 
Southwest Airlines.  Mileage cap of 40,000 miles per ticket

Restrictions: Must book by March 7, 2027. Valid for mutually agreed 
upon dates only.

Donated by: John Eppstein of John’s Automotive Care

ITEM #4
Live Auction
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Any cruise for two of up to 7 days  
to Alaska, the Caribbean, Mexico or  

Canada/New England on  
Holland America Cruise Line

Discover the brilliance of fall foliage, quaint ports and seaside splendor in 
Canada/New England or awaken each day to a new island in the Carribean. 
Whatever your idea of relaxation, you will find it on a Holland America 
cruise!  

Restrictions: Includes shared Oceanview Stateroom selected by Holland 
America Line, not valid for Alaska CruiseTours, World Cruises, Holiday 
Cruises (Christmas and New Years) or Grand Voyages. Stateroom 
upgrades are available at an additional cost. Third and fourth persons 
are permitted in the same stateroom and will be charged the per person 
tariff per applicable brochure. Guests under 21 years of age must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. All cruise certificates are for 
cruise use only. Excludes transportation, hotels, taxes, fuel, surcharges, 
excursions personal expenses on board and hotel services charges.

ITEM #5
Live Auction
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Backyard BBQ for 50 from Phil’s BBQ
Valid for a cook on-site for a group of 50 guests, including baby back ribs, 
chicken, 2 side dishes, cornbread, water, iced tea, lemonade and a case of 
ResQue Ranch Wine!

Restrictions: Reservation required. Valid for 50 people only, additional 
meals can be purchased. Tax and services charge not included and are to 
be paid by recipient. One-time use only. Valid only in San Diego County. 
Restrictions Apply. Not valid holidays; must present original certificate. 
Expires March 7, 2027

Donated by: Phil’s BBQ

ITEM #6
Live Auction
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Your Season of Choice in the Mountains!  
5 days, 4 nights in a Mammoth Lakes Condo for 7
This corner unit is available for a summer getaway, a spring mountain 
escape or a winter snow trip! Located near Eagle Lodge (this is a 2-minute 
walk in your ski boots to the lift), this 2-bedroom plus loft, 2-bathroom 
has incredible views of the mountain and provides the closest ski access 
at The Summit Condominiums. You and your guests will be in awe of 
the beautiful interior décor and will enjoy fantastic amenities, such as a 
woodburning fireplace, private balcony, an LED TV in the living room 
and in every bedroom, and direct access to the Little Eagle Lodge Lift. The 
Summit community offers a gym, pool and tennis courts during summer, 
BBQ station and several year-round outdoor spas.  You’re sure to have a 
memorable stay no matter what time of year!  

Restrictions: Entertainment, ground transportation and airfare are NOT 
included. Must book at least 90 days in advance, not available for major 
holidays. Reservations available for mutually agreed upon dates ONLY. 
Must book by December 8, 2026

Donated by: Tammy Higgins

ITEM #7
Live Auction
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La Mesa Police Department Experience  
with Police Chief Ray Sweeney

You and three (3) of your friends spend the day with La Mesa Police Chief 
Ray Sweeney. Enjoy lunch with the Chief, take a tour of the La Mesa Police 
Station, experience the simulator and take a ride in the Bear Cat to the 
Swat Range.

Restrictions: Reservation Required upon availability. Valid for mutually 
agreed upon dates only. Expires 3/7/2027

Donated by: Chief Ray Sweeney with the La Mesa Polic Department

ITEM #8
Live Auction
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Western Alliance Bank, 
Member FDIC.

Nimble thinking.
Expert business banking.

Connect with an expert banker 
at westernalliancebank.com/solvetoday

PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE 65TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF EAST COUNTY

Solve today. Succeed tomorrow.TM

edcodisposal.com

“We’ll Take Care of It”

EDCO is Proud to Support EDCO is Proud to Support 
the Boys & Girls Clubs of the Boys & Girls Clubs of 

East County! East County! 

GRAPHIC DESIGN 
FOR ALL YOUR 

NEEDS

akagroupdesign.com 
design@akagroupdesign.com 

619-404-9898

• Graphic Design
• Websites
• Business Cards
• Signs/Banners
• Logos

• Catalogs
• Brochures
• Social Media
• Marketing
• Advertising
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CORPORATE OFFICE:  
SAN DIEGO, CA

9902 Channel Road 
Lakeside CA 92040

(619) 443-7034

www.standarddrywall.com
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(619) 593-8503
Call Master IJO Jeweler Ramona Bommer  

to schedule an appointment today! 
Located on Center Drive in La Mesa.

www.ramonascreativedesigns.com
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JAMES RENNER
Founder & President

jrenner@ip-cre.com
Cell: (619) 518-5444

Office: (619) 596-1880
DRE License #01308083

SPECIALIZING IN  
COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE SERVICES

San Diego

Proud Sponsor of the
“Cars for Kids”

Program

(619) 280-9315
6267 Riverdale St.
San Diego, CA 92120

(619) 461-3600
7447 University Ave.
La Mesa, CA 91942

(619) 596-0011
10813 Airport Dr.
El Cajon, CA 92020

SAME GREAT SERVICE AT ALL LOCATIONS!

La Mesa El Cajon

36 Month / 36K Mile Nationwide Warranty
Secure After-Hours Pickup & Dropoff
Most Repairs Done Same Day
ASE Certified Master Technicians
Complimentary Shuttle Service
Courtesy Towing With Approved Repairs
AAA Approved Repair Facility

John’s Automotive Care is the full-service, certified
GREEN auto repair shop that San Diego residents can
count on when they need fast, reliable care.

We make it easy to donate your unused vehicle

to support the Boys & Girls Clubs of East County!

We handle everything — paperwork, towing, and

more! Call the shop to get started!

We make it easy to donate your unused vehicle
to support the Boys & Girls Clubs of East County!
We handle everything — paperwork, towing, and
more! Call the shop to get started!

JohnsSanDiegoAutoRepair.comJohnsSanDiegoAutoRepair.com

Ask for

John or

Bryan!
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Whillock Contracting is your one-stop-shop for all construction and 
demolition needs. We are a full-service general engineering contractor 
offering a wide range of services, including demolition, grading, 
excavation, structural moving, hazardous material remediation, asbestos 
abatement, building, and underground tank removal. Our team of 
experienced professionals and modern equipment allow us to tackle even 

the most complex projects with ease and efficiency.

W H I L L O C KC ON T R AC T I NG . C OM

(619) 589-6001 
caspercompany.com

3825 Bancroft Drive
Spring Valley • CA 91977 • USA

CSLB#478960

Thank You!
Thanks for 65 years of supporting Thanks for 65 years of supporting 

local kids at the Clubs!  local kids at the Clubs!  
Here’s to 65 more!Here’s to 65 more!

From all of us at the
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Allegra San Diego
9770 Carroll Centre Road, Suite E
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 279-1181
allegrasandiego.com

Are you ready to improve the results of your direct mail campaigns? Craft and deliver  

multi-touch campaigns with help from Allegra. Our team can help you:

•   Target the right audience. Clean your data ahead of mailings to make sure you’re  
using updated addresses and sending your message to the correct people.

•   Develop creative and memorable campaigns. Add unique, eye-catching 
images and finishing techniques to take your materials to the next level.

•   Mail the right format. The type of piece you produce and its appearance both 
have a major impact on how your mailers are received.

•   Use strong calls to action. Campaigns tend to perform better when a valuable, 
actionable offer is attached.

Our experts regularly deploy campaigns for organizations of all sizes. You can count on 
the team at Allegra to provide creative solutions for all your mailing needs. Contact us 
to see the results we can deliver for you.

Send Targeted and Effective 
Direct Mail Campaigns
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Allegra San Diego
9770 Carroll Centre Road, Suite E
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 279-1181
allegrasandiego.com
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•   Use strong calls to action. Campaigns tend to perform better when a valuable, 
actionable offer is attached.

Our experts regularly deploy campaigns for organizations of all sizes. You can count on 
the team at Allegra to provide creative solutions for all your mailing needs. Contact us 
to see the results we can deliver for you.

Send Targeted and Effective 
Direct Mail Campaigns

Save the Date

Singing Hills Golf Resort at Sycuan

MAY 29TH 8:00 AM

SW
ING ON BY

More details coming soon!
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